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A little bit about Omar 
❏ A teacher since 2004 in La Joya LSD, a school district he attended as a child and 

now works in. 
❏ He is an Apple Distinguished Educator, class of 2019 and holds a Master's Degree in 

Educational Technology. 
 
What are the benefits of Project-Based Learning?  

● Project-based learning allows you to bring in all subject areas to create a project. 
 
What is Project-Based Learning (PBL)?  

● When we help our students learn the content through the creation of a project or 
solving a problem that is real to them. 

● Check out PBL Works for more infor 
 
PBL example from Omar’s classroom #1 

● Problem: The seats in the classroom are uncomfortable and the tables are too 
“square”. 

○ Students identified a problem that they could solve. They said that sitting in 
uncomfortable seats and at “square” tables was no conducive to their best 
learning. 

■ Students brainstormed different solutions and went through the 
project design elements to solve the problem. 

■ The teacher’s role was to help the students work through logical 
solutions and help them understand real-world applications as they 
go through. 

■ Teachers from all content areas worked with each other and the 
students to bring in their expertise to help the students solve their 
problem. 

https://twitter.com/OmarLopez0207
https://www.pblworks.org/
https://www.pblworks.org/what-is-pbl


○ Students came to a decision on what they wanted their project to be and 
decided on flexible seating. 

■ From there, students looked at different flexible seating that could be 
affordable and practical. 

■ Examples of content connections: 
● Students had to draw a floor plan to scale and budget their 

projects within their math class. 
● In history, they looked at classrooms in the past and how they 

have or have not evolved over time. 
● The ELA teacher looked at author’s purpose and how they can 

appeal to different audiences. 
● In science students looked at how they could bring in small 

ecosystems (fish tanks) to help enhance the classroom decor. 
○ The next step for this project would have been to present their product to a 

public group for critique and review. 
 
Struggles of implementing PBL 

● What if I don’t have time for PBL?  
○ PBL isn’t an add-on it’s embedded within the curriculum. 

■ For example, if you’re working on Author’s Purpose your students 
could create a brochure for flexible seating that appeals to people. 

○ Working with other teachers to plan and collaborate on the PBL unit makes it 
work and the kids benefit.  

○ You can certainly do PBL on your own though! 
● Students may not see the same problems that adults see. 

○ For example, students didn’t see not having sidewalks or not having enough 
trees as problems for their community. 

● It’s hard to let go and give students control of their learning. 
○ It can be very challenging for teachers to not hold students’ hands as they 

work through the process of PBL. 
● There may be some pushback from students and colleagues. 

○ Change is hard but these kind of learning opportunities are what are 
students need. 

○ It may push us out of our comfort zone but that’s how we grow and find 
what’s best from students. 

○ Working together as a team will make it possible and easier to implement 
PBL. 

 
PBL example from Omar’s classroom #2  



● Problem: The border wall will have an impact on the students’ ability to visit a 
nearby national park and would have an impact on the animals themselves if they 
couldn’t cross into nearby areas. 

○ Students started brainstorming on ways to bring awareness to the 
community. 

■ They created videos and infographics and put them on QR codes and 
placed them around the school to show others how this wall would 
impact the local ecosystem. 

● Apps for video creation: 
○ Adobe Spark Video 
○ imovie 

● Students used a template to draw out their video as their 
prewriting. 

■ Students researched how the wall would impact the local community 
and beyond as an effect of the national park being closed off from 
their area. 

● Omar used his content standards as the starting point for their 
research and as the students looked at the real-world 
examples they began to make connections to things they 
learned previously in his class. 

○ Sometimes we lose sight of how powerful learning can be and through a 
project such as this students can see how they can have a real impact on the 
world.  

○ Through PBL students can truly understand how their learning can have a 
positive impact on others and the world around you. 

 
Suggestion for teachers new to PBL:  

● Think about a problem your students could solve where you could implement PBL 
yourself. 

● Ask your students to identify problems around their school, the community, the 
world. A simple Google Form would be an easy way to do this. 

○ Use the data from their answers to create your unit. The project has to be 
real to the students. They have to buy in and own it. 

● It might be messy and chaotic but it will be worth it. 
● The process is just as important as a product. Differentiation and formative 

assessment happen throughout the whole journey. 
○ Students will begin to identify their own strengths and will learn how to build 

upon each other. 
 

https://spark.adobe.com/make/video-maker/
https://www.apple.com/imovie/


Related posts on the Ditch That Textbook blog: 
● How I used Project Based Learning to start a podcast by Cicely Day 
● 5 ways to use Adobe Spark Video in your classroom by Claudio Zavala Jr 

 
Resources: 

● PBL Works 
 

 

http://ditchthattextbook.com/how-i-used-project-based-learning-to-start-a-podcast/
http://ditchthattextbook.com/5-ways-to-use-adobe-spark-video-in-your-classroom/
https://www.pblworks.org/

